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THE following pages are given to the public^ 
in compliance with the repeated solicitations of se- 
veral members of the author^s charge. They were 
designed, and prepared, originally and exclusive- 
ly, for the benefit of those among whom he is im- 
mediately called to labour, without the most re- 
mote intention of ^ving them publicity through 
the medium of the press. If they shall contribute, 
through the blessing of God, in any measure to 
check the progress of iniquity, and subserve the 
cause of righteousness, which are the chief, and 
only permanent securities that our lanA ahaU yield 
her increase and that glory may dwell in it^ he 
shall consider hiipself amply compensated, for 
whatever painful and conflicting feelings have ari- 
sen from hesitancy, and diffidence, in venturing be- 
yond the immediate sphere, in which the provi- 
dence of God demands his assiduity. 
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JUDGMENT AND MBECY. 



Jer. xir. 19. Why hast thou smitten us, and there is no 

healing for us ? We looked for peace, and 
there is no good; and for the time of heal- 
ingvand behold trouble ! 

The peculiar judgments of God have been abroad 
in our land for about six and twenty years past 
When He began in a signal manner to pour out 
His wrath upon the nations of Europe^ the Ame- 
cican people also were made to suffer^ although it 
was but partially. 

A door was then thrown open through which the 
latter were invitedi and a path presented along 
which they hastened to great national prosperity. 
They culled their fair flowers from every country 
and from every clime^ and like the industrious bee. 
rolled and gathered their store in full expanded 
blossoms just ready to fade. But^ like the same 
busy and incautious insect, they saw not their dan- 
ger^ nor were conscious^ that under their rapid 
wings^ they carried home to their cells^ the hiddeu 
embryos that^ nourished by their genial warmth^ 
should speedily render them vermiculous^ if not 
ruin their fair labours. Wealthy luxury^ and all 
their attendant vices; corrupt principles and ha- 
bits^ adopted and formed abroad^ and emulation,, 
extravagance, and pride, in acting upon them, or 
yielding to their influence, at home, soon tarnished 
the glory, and turned the tide of our national pros- 
perity. Scarcely had they begun to accumulate, 
before the warning voice of C}t)d was heard, and 
seasonable checks were furnished, to prevent the 
too rapid increase of riches. While our merchants, 
intent upon the acquisition of wealth, had forgotten 
every other object, or made it subordinate ; and 
while it was considered almost criminal^ to hesitate, 
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or delay^ in increasing the fleet that had already 
begun to whiten every sea^ and in thus replenish- 
ing the coffers of our goyemment, our principal ci- 
ties^ the scenes of both daily and nightly industry^ 
and where the efforts of a whole country were con- 
centrated in the labour to be rich, were visited by, 
the pestilence that walleeth in darknessj and the de- 
struction that wasteth at noon day. Psalm 91. 6. 
Thousands fell on every side, and for a season, an 
awful pause occurred. Along the lanes, and streets, 
where nought had been heard but the noise of hun- 
dred hammers, greater far than Vulcan's, employ- 
ed in constructing new fleets ; and the roar of carts 
and waggons, transporting the produce of every 
climate ; and the laborious cry of those engaged 
in pouring forth additional stores from deeply la- 
den vessels, all was still as death, save only as that 
.stillness was interrupted by the rumbling of the 
hearse, that conveyed another, and another, and 
another, in quick succession, to the tomb. But the 
rod had scarcely ceased to smart, ere they forgot 
its pain. The judgment was no sooner withdrawn, 
than they rushed with redoubled eagerness, to their 
former work. The temptes of their idol mam- 
mon, that had been suddenly emptied, were as 
speedily filled, with others loud and lavish in their 
Hosannas to his praise. Their zeal in his wor- 
ship was enkindled, and increased, in contempla- 
ting the numbers that had disappeared from his 
temples. New votaries rose to take their place, 
and every vestige of the scourge was soon lost^ 
save only the mourning weeds that filled the house 
of God. ^ 

These judgments w^re repeated ; but with little 
effect. They did not ledtn inghteousness. Others 
were added, but with still Tfejgs. At last, the door 
to wealth, through which such crowds had entered. 



was shut^ and obstructionis every where were 
thrown in their path. Accustomed to labour^ these 
only mad^ them put forth still greater energies^ and 
some forcedan entry^and pressed forward to wealthy 
in despite of all obstacles. Demands were made 
upon their ingenuity^ and cunnjng, to surmount 
them. These demands were heard and answered^ 
and too frequently attended with success. Labo- 
rious indus^y had been cratnped in its energies. — 
A spirit of speculation, was therefore made its 
substitute : and if the former had attracted admi- 
ration, the latter, for a season, induced astonish- 
ment. The prayer of Midas* was answered to 
many, and every thing they touched was converted 
into gold. The magic influence spread like the 
lightening of Heaven. The shock was felt through 
the whole community. All became averse to la- 
bour, and all were hasting to be Hc^.f Fortune 
had given men wings, and they resolved to soar, 
and reach, as with an eagle's flight, the pinnacle of 
wealth. Facilities to speed their flight were ra- 
pidly created and extensively employed. 
} But the judgments of Gt>d agam descended, and 

disappointed their expectations. These judg- 
ments followed in rapid succession, and in various 
forms, until, at last, the nation* was involved in 
War, the most terrible of all ; and that war was 
prosecuted, until the government was on the very 
verge of bankruptcy. For a season men felt the 
pressure of the wrath of Heaven. Fasts were 
proclaimed, and many began to seek and turn unto 
the Lord. A nations hopes, and ardent expecta- 

* , Efiice quicquid 

Corpore contigero, fulvura vcrtatur in Aurum. 

Ovid. 
t Proverbs 38. 22. 
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{ions^ were directed to tiie arrival of peaee^-^peace 
the balm of Heareii to heal a people's wounds. 
For this they prayed : for this they waited^ f6tid« 
ly iodulging the hope^ that former halcyon days 
would by it be restored. Peace came : and^ like 
an electric shocks Joy thrilled through every nerve^ 
and braced a nations hopes. The • moment of 
gladness had arrived. Former sorrows were for-* 
gotten^ and again men began to vie with each other 
in their pursuit of wealth. But ah ! the path how 
changed ! the genius of discord had strewed^ her 
thorns^ and implements of woe^ along the wayi 
where once^ the votaries of mammon had gambol- 
ed in prosperity. Soon^ soon did they find^ that 
all their plans, and boasted sch^nes of speedy 
wealth, were but the mere illusive visions of a dis- 
tempered miud. The good for which they had 
prayed, and for which they had so eagerly desired, 
— ^peace the offspring of Heaven, only came to in- 
crease their toil and pain. Their luxuriant hopes 
had been forced into rapid growth, and had reach* 
ed the maximum of their vigour ; but must as 
quickly fade, and disappear. The vital principle 
had been exhausted by the effort For a moment 
it appeared to yield to an attempt to revive it. The 
plant was removed to a more genial soil, and* a 
pTational Bank, it was confidently predicted, would 
prove the hot bed of a nations prosperity. The 
remedy increased and quickened the progress of 
disease. Soon the vigour of hope droops, and' 
dies, and leaves despondency at its root, to flour- 
ish in it ^f decay. Disi^ppointed expectation sud- 
denly iii oils, anti, a a with a serpents envenomed 
stroke^ nlma a dtt^ihly blow against ambitions haisle 
for weali ii. The pang is felt to the very h» ari^ and 
in the morii ent of vexation and chagrii) Ihe des 
ponding, yea, de:spairiDg cry I; ueard. 
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Wkg^huMlhtm smitten nSf ai^ there is no he^ 
ing for U8? we looked fir geace and Ihere ie no 
good} and fir Ike timejEff hsmng and.bAM trou* 

These words are part of the earnest interces* 
sions of the patriot Jeceniiiah for his country^ at a 
period, wbeii she was adding to her iiii(][aity, al- 
though safferiqg much severe afBiction. He had 
been forbidden to pray for her> not absolutely, but 
from many , and great discouragements, through 
which God had frowned tipon, iHdth prophet and 
people. But notwithstanding all, he persisted in 
his resolution to pray for his backsMi^ country. 
In tbls example we behold . both a dtdy demanded 
from us, and 9^ privilege aJBbrded, on the present oc* 
casion. We are also fornished with a specimen qf 
the manner J in which the duty should be perform- 
ed, i^d the privilege improved, li is, in earnestly 
interceding, to enquire of the Lord, why he hoAh 
smitten us. Our attention therefore should be. di-^ 
rectedto^^the immediate, and probably, ultimate 
desiSn, ef the present dispensalbnd of divine pro- 
vidence .to wards us as a people. .The pontempla- 
tion of the former will have a tendency to humble 
us, and therefore is suited to a day of ^^ Mnmilia* 
Hon aTid prayer^\ -The . contemplation of .the lat- 
ter will have a tendency to make us rejoice, and 
therefore is suited to a. day of ^^ Thank^pingJ' 

As to the immediate cai^se of our present afflic- 
tion, it is to bo found in ourselves,. h<^ as to that 
which provokes it, and as to that which ^ves It 
^11 its paim For it is not only true, with jrespect 
to individuals, but also with respect to niEitioii8,.that 
the Lord doth not a0ict wiUinglyj nor grieve the 
ehUdren of men^ Itnm^ 3, 3d. 

Our transgressions are multiplied hefirerHim^ 
mnd our sine testify against usy Isa. 59, 12. It is 

B 
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becoMSe our trdnsgresBums and oni* aiiis ure Upon 
ie# that we pine awayy £zek. d8> 10. In almost 
every section of our country do thte reigning sin« 
of the land appear. Even the remote village^ oA 
our borders are not exempt from them* We may 
read them in our our own Borough. For mir trans- 
gressions are with us^ and we know them^ Ii^a. 59^ 
12. Hence is fulfilled in us the reproach of thte 
prophet. Ye have made your iniquity to be re- 
metnheredy in that your transgressions are disco- 
vered^ so that in all your doings your sins do ap- 
pear. Bzek. 21, 24. 

Merely to state th^m, will be sufficient to shew 
their frequency, and universality. There is on^ 
strictly national, that commenv;ed in the adoption of 
the federal constitution, which is the want of an ac- 
Icnowledgement in it of a Supreme Beings and of a 
divine revelation . Although an eminent Judge of a 
neighbouring state* one of the guardians of that 
constitution, has happily decided, that it is assumed 
in it, that the United States are a christian nation, 
and Christianity the religion of the country, yet, 
that all importan t engine of our national prosperi- 
ty, is, in form at least entirely atheistical. Un- 
doubtedly it were "a gi-eat sin, to have forgotten God 
in such an important national instrument, and not to 
have acknowledged Him in that which forms the 
very nerves and sinews of the political body. He 
had led through all the perils of the revolutionary 
stru^le, and had established us in peaceful and 
plentiful security, and then^ to have been forgotten, 
in the period of prosperity, certainly demerited his 
rebuke. Therefore hath the voice df his provi- 
dence proclaimed, and even still it sounds in our 
ears, I did know thee in the wilderness in the land 
qf great drought •iceording to their pasture so 
were they filled f tJiey were jUledy and their heart 
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was exalted ; therefore have they forgotten me. 
Therefore I mil be unto them as a Lion ' as a 
Leopard by the way will I observe them. Hosea^ 
13, 5—7. 

Another sin for ^vbicb we suffer, is a want of due 
respectj to the moral and religious qu4dijicc$ion^^ 
' qf those that are elevated to qj^es of trust and 
power. The question is too seldom asked, ^^ have 
such the fear of Grod before their eyes ?^^ while ou 
the other hand the sole inquiry instituted is '^ will 
they suit and seek the int^estof pny party V^ By 
the fear qf^ the Lordy saith Solomon are riches and 
honour y Frov. 22^ 4, as He himself had found ii^ 
and the fear of the Lord is not only the ^^reasure^ 
of an individual, but forms in rulers, the chieC 
permanent security of national wealth, f 

A third sin, which brings down guilt upon our 
land, is the spirit of adventurous cupidity and 
speculation^ that has in agreat measure superceded 
a spirit of industry y and that in the manner, and 
to the extent in which it has been recently indulg- 
ed,- was but the spirit of gambling.^ This is but 
a willing to be richy \vhich the spirit of truth hath 
said, will lea:d them, that thus rashly and illegal^ 
ly determine, until ..hey ^^ fall into temptation, and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destraction and perdition." 
1 Tim. 6, 9. 

* Isaiah, 33, 6. 

1 2 Samuel 23, 2, 3. 2 Chronicles, 19, 6, 7, 9, 1 1. 

i To this head may be referred every attempt to acquire 
property by prostituting the sacred ordinance of the Lot, 
whether in private companies, at games of chance, as they 
are termed, or in public authorized Lotteries. To what- 
ever extent the fornier may yet be practised, in which 
there has been for some years past, a manifest improre- 

II Proverbs 16, 33, Acts 1, 24—26. 
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ThiBliaiidofthe dil%eiit^ is thai wUck God bath 
appointed to maike rich^ wi&out pTOducing fhes6 
foolish^ and hurtful lusts^ one of Which t&at in va^ 
liably^ and necesaiarily^ results from a spirit of 
speculation is lying. Solomon says that ^^ tibe get- 
thig gI treasivres witti a lying tongn^^ is a vanity 
fossed to and fito^ 6f thiem thftt seek death/' Prov. 
21, 6. There are not Waj&^g, however, apdlo- 
^sts for the use of fklsehood^ and deceit, in hat- 
gaining for property, or in confettding with an ad- 
versary : but every htfnest matt musi have deter- 
mined, that gain ilcqiuired by concealing What inay 
prejudice another, 6t by confouliiding evidences, or 
comusing witnesses, or suppressing What mi^t 
throw light upon the matter, is both illicit and per- 
nicious^t 

A fourth sin is UppreiiUm imA umary. Thos^ 
that live and indulge, in tach practices, thrive, as 
it were, on the swes of the community. Like the 
vermin on a diseased body, they fatten oh its cor-^ 
ruption ; but as it is generally the case, they shall 
perish with the body that has fed thbm.j: For the 
spirit of God hath daid, Se that by wgvM gain in- 
ereMeth his Btihstance, he ghail gather it for him 

nent in our public morals, since games of chahte huve beea 
geDcralty discarded from the circle of fashionable amuto* 
tnents : it certainlydoes honour to our State that the |Legis- 
laUve Authorities have obstinately refused repeated applicati- 
ons to them for the latter. But notwithstanding this, it is a 
melancholy fact, that the vending of Lottery thickets, is prac* 
tised in our metropolis, and in other cities, t6 an extent, and 
in a manner, that cannot fail to prejudice the interests, and 
morals of the poor, curtail the amount and cramp the ener«> 
gy of productive industry, as weU as foster cu/iidiiief in mui- 
titudesy injnrious to oiir social and political establishments. 

•Proverbs, 10, 4. 

t Matthew r, 12. 

i Proverbs 1, 19. 
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may be attempted, and indlBedF » fl^6^en%> b^ 
Ike ummoiis offmssw^ in MAer ta fveiviMIt Ubi^&nlf 
H^t conbekiiee act tunes |ir«dicti9 : mA i0hm i» Iks 
hop^ of ^hff^et^fthm^Ulu^^ 
&dtoJeist% amag k4$ gMl f Job 39. Sv H« se- 
c^ves hfe 0#ir daiAnttlidii^ ai»d as t^ wltal life; mmf 
itate befafa^ bim^ W6 ^re assared, it slmll i»d4bM^ 
^ Kid &mify. Msi i0iffitig $kM ndt he Mti^Mt 
itUik breid. l%os^ ma temain ff kirn tMtt fttf 
hufiei in ieaik : mni 1m mdottfi i^M not iMep. 
^llimg^ he heap upmltef us Ae iw0y imdpt^purs 
niment 08 the chy ; k^mtiy prepare Uyb^ the jwt 
diaUput it on^ end the inneeent shM dhMe tfte 
Silver. Job. 27 y 14—17. The promise ei God 
luith secured a eomp^teocy to none but sneh as e^« 
etcise tbeir tsleiits^ and emploj tkeir mdilstry^ ttt 
OGCtipations, 6t pHrexAk^ <haf ate stiHe^ r^hteims* 
Ht mtt walketh rigktStfMlf^ mnd speSke^ Uptight* 

Iff he thM despiselhthe mU^ 
shaketh his hitttdsftdm hmifi0 iBfbrikeS^ ^ust Stop'' 
peih his siSPs frm heaHng dfHsoif Mi t^mXteA 
his Stfss ^rm^ sesing if eMj He ShM dwM m 
hM, f h%s piMe of ddesJOe ShaU be ike munitions 
(flhoeks : sreiad shaU he giten him^ hiS nMers 
shsU he sure. Isaiiib 88. 15. 16. Wbftt h^protniss 
teaches on 1^ Mbject^ hh piijfiiimde i\\vtsbtste»y 
and coitllniis. As he bath j^^ged s^dirlty, Imd 
sufficietity to the righteous^ sd hath he d^nouficed 
instability, atld shafiie, a^iist tiiem that e jcerci^e 
an oppifessive covtstousness ; and liis prottden^ 
excites the IJireai Wo to him thai tm^Oh izn 
1^ eov^tousness to his haiise^ Ikat he msfg set his 
nest on highJthat he mag he delivered from ^ 

Cerof em! ThouhMt emmAtei sh^neieihv 
re by tutting ^ mdnu people and hast sinnA 
H^inst % som. For me st&ne ^uM try sut if 
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the tfiaU^ and the beam 6ut of the timber shall an- 
mter it. Hab. 2. 9 — 11. 

That this is a sin which will subject a people to 
judgment^ the Lord himself hath assured us, ia 
his charges agaiust Israel. Th&a hast taken usury 
a»d increase^ and thou hast greedily gained of thy 
neighbours by extortion^ and hast forgotten me saith 
the Lord God. Behold therefore 1 have smitten 
mine hwnd at thy dishonest gain, which thou hast 
made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst 
(fthee. Can thine heart endure or can thine hands 
be strong in the days that I shaU deal tdth thee f 
Ezek. 22. 12 — 14. The multiplicity of oppres- 
sive suits at the present day, and the universal in- 
disposition to afford the debtor time to pay his 
debts, with the thirst for sacrificing property, do 
not only indicate, that an evil covetousness is num- 
bered among our national sins ; but the unfeeling 
and unri^tous conduct, occasionally exhibited by 
magistrates and constables, and other of our offi- 
cers, is lamentable proof that We are at least ap- 
proximating the degeneracy of Israel, and that we 
have reason, as a people, to fear the accomplish- 
ment of similar denunciations of vengeance execu- 
ted upon them in tlie days of Ezekiel the prophet. 
Her princes in the midst thereof .arjR like wolves 
ravening the prey, to shed blood, and destroy souls 
to get dishonest gain. The people of the land 
have used oppressUmy and have vexed the poor and 
needy : Therefore have 1 poured out mine indigna- 
tion upon them ; I have consumed them with the 
fire of my tvrath : their own way have I recompense 
ed upon their heads saith the Lord God. v. 27, 29, 
31. 

A fifth sin is Intemperance, with its usual at- 
tendants, profanity and undeanuess. These are 
classed together because they are most frequently 
committed by the same persons. Has not the pre- 
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TaleRce of this sm in nmny parts of Mr caantrjr 
nearly obtained for it the name of a land of drunk" 
wrda ? But a very few years since^ and it was said 
that scarcely could ten sober men have been found 
in the whole of a particular township^ in a neigh- 
bouring county.^ How many are the instances of 

* From the report of the Auditor General of this state 
recently presented to our Legislature it appears that «< Ta- 
vern Licenses/' dur ng the year ending with the SOth of 
Movemberf IS 19, have secured to the Treasury the nett re- 
venue of S3O9899 sr. Can it be possible that even the one 
hatf of these taverns are necessary for the accommodatioa 
of travellers, or for facilitating the transaction of business 
among our citizens«-the only legitimate objects to be had in 
view in granting licenses ? On the contrary, does it require 
any great sagacity to discover, that a very great proportion 
of them, are but Bacchanalian temples, where scenes of 
worse than beastly excess, are CKhibited; where a few bloat- 
ed and filthy votaries of this infernal idol, are to be continu- 
ally found, rendering their orisons with frantic zeal and devo- 
tion ; and where even the fire of youthful blood may be seen 
to enkindle the incense that burns upon his altars ! Pass but 
a little distance from them, and you shall see the huts of po- 
verty, where almost the only objects, that meet the view, are 
pale emaciated, and dejected mothers, with their broods of 
miserable, ragged, squalid children ; half naked,— half fa- 
mished ; their little all having been taken to pay their fathers 
tavern bills ! If any one will but observe, as he travels through 
our state, how our leading roads are almost lined, and our 
villages crowded, with these haunts of dissipation, he can* 
not fail to be convinced of t :eir demoralising tendency, as 
well as of the lamentable fact, that they have their origin, 
and derive their support from the insatiable thirst, and exor- 
bitant demand for spirituous liquors. From the report of the 
" Society for the prevention of pauperism,'* in the city of 
New York, presented at their ^late anniversary meeting, 
it appears, that ONE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND DOLLARS, are expended annually, in that 
city, for spirituous liquors 1 1 1 If this, for a population of 
120,000, is to be taken as a fair specimen of the proportional 
^expenditure for this object in the United States generally ; 
or if it should be reduced to even one half the amount, how 
enormous must be the demand, and how insatiobie the appe- 
tite for this intoxicating poison ! 



Mh^fcthcn amd^MM lueMing lArankards tog«th* 
er ? ^'fiaw Mget4y «re ^aausenents nought; by 
BMny 'ftfour^^^eatii^ i^Mdi MFve merely m an 
«p*l0gy/to Moore iprefttwfreedom^ and facility for 
revAlrous -exoees; ftmnsemrato^ which iiiofltly are 
proBMNied sHd mftBaoedby-wiae bibbers^ and glut* 
tons; and terminate in lascivious or riotous merri* 
ment, vrhere surrounding morality is too feeble to 
oT^rawe^ or^pecirecy can be had without a restraint 
upon their festiyUies ! Yea^ how frequenjtly do thej 
neet^ and diink^ expressly for the lewdest purpo- 
sei^ ! 9ut i^atnst suehy God hath pronounced his 
woes. Wcmto them that rise up early in the 
momingy that they . mayfcXlcfw ftrang drink ; that 
canUnuei nntU eighty tW>, wine ir^fkme them! And 
Viet harp and' theviolf thetiAret and pipe^ and wine 
are in Ikeir feasts. Isniah 5. 11. 12. Wo unto him 
that giveth his,. neighbour dtnnk, that puttest thy 
hattietoMmfjand^nuUcest him drunk also f that thim 
mayestlook upon iJieirnakedness/ Hab. 3. 15. 
Our laws^ it is true^ contain provisions for remedy- 
ing these things : but where are those that should 
w^iite ihem^ and . who »Te they ? Too crflen them- 
wives actors in these scenes ; or if not^ studiously 
Avojiding every occasion of their becoming ilc- 
painted with the violations of the laws^ and refu- 
aipg to act for fear cff, losing their popularity ajud 
injuring their private interests ! We have a iull 
and accurate descr^tion of these things drawn by 
an unerring hand. ^^His watchmen are blind: 
they axe afiignoriMit^'they Are all dumb dogs, they 
4:aiiiiot bark ^ sleeping, lyii^ down, loving to slum- 
ber. Yea they are greedy dogs, which can never 
. have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot 
tinderstand : they all look to their own way, every 
/one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say^ 
they, I will fetch wine and we will fill ourselves 
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V^ith strong drink^ and to-morrow sliall ht as ilm 
day and much more abundant.'^ Isai. 56. 10 — 12« 
Proofs of the prevalence of this hydra of vice 
are to be met with continually. How many moth* 
ers^ and ohildren^ are rendered widows and father- 
less^ by the intemperance of fathers ! How many 
parents hearts are made to bleed by the drunken- 
ness of their children 1 What confasion hai^ not 
this vice introduced into families ! How entirely 
has it extinguished the charities of life^ and indu- 
rated the finer sensibilities of nature^ and swept, 
as with the besom of desolation, the sanctuaries of 
domestic peace ! See the tender wife, how she 
pines, and sickens, and dies with grief, under the 
abuses and abominations of her husband ! See the 
children, how they learn, alas too frequently, to 
blaspheme, and drink, and revel, from the examr 
pie of their fathers ! See the miserable, diseased, 
debilitated, I'otten, dying offspring, that the youth- 
ful drunkard sends into the world ! Are not such 
sad spectacles of vice, to be met with almost every 
where throughout the land ? And doth not thici 
Inst for pleaswne, this worse than beastly sensual* 
Ity, prove a never failing^ yea overflowing, foun- 
tain of pollution, whenpe ai*e to be seen the foul 
streams of corruption spreading through the whole 
community ! What horrid profanity assails our 
ears i Even youthful tongues are heard to utter 
filthy and blasphemous language ! What multi- 
tudes of illegitimate children are continually sent 
into the world, without a guide, and protector, to 
become, in most instances, vagabonds on earth, and 
premature victims for Hell ! What robbery and 
murder, may not be traced to this fruitful source 
of crime,'* and how rapidly of late have these 

• Hinc patrix prodhiooes, hinc rcmmpub. cversit>i)cjf, 

c ♦ 
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things increased among us I ^< By swearing, and 
iying, luid killing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery, saitb the prophet, they break out, ana 
blood touchetb blood, therefore shall the land 
monniv'^ Ho6* 4. 2. Therfefore does it mourn. 

The sixth and last sin that may be noticed is the 
j^nfanation of the Sahhath. ' How' extensively, 
and flagitiously, this is done you well kno w» Tlie 
Sabbath in numerous instances, is made a day of 
business, or of pleasure, according to mens 6on* 
yenience and feelings. Our stores are not opened, 
it is true r but there is a species of trafflck carried 
on, in the retail of spirituous liquors on that day, 
by those whose license only extends to the six dayi$ , 
of the week. The highest authorities of the coun- 
try have legalised the profanation of the Sabbath, 
by the transportation of the mail on that day ; and 
have positively refused to hear the remonstrances 
of the christian part of the community on that 
subject The laws in our own state are lamenta- 
bly deficient upon that subject, and our l^slators 
hesitate, and delay to act in the case ; nay even 
sanction the profanation of the Sabbath, by their 
own example, in repairing to their legislative cham- 
bers on that day, rather tiian to the house of GoA. 
The subordinate executive authorities of the state, 
•seek a subterfuge in the deficiencies of the law, 
and refuse^ to do their duty. Still may they act, 
lame as are the laws, upon their own view of the 
violation of the Sabbath, the duly mode in which 
they can act effectually, and with promptitude : 

hlnc cym hostibus cl&ndestina colloquia nasci : pullum den- 
ique 8celu«, nuUtim malum facinus esse, ad quod suscipi- 
endum non libido voluptatis ifnpelleret : stupra ?ero, et adul- 
teria,etomnetale fla^itiumnuUisiUecebm etcitari aUisi nisi 
Toluptatis. 

Cic.dc Sea. 
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but 4o not our ma^strates^ and constable!^ and 
others^ shut their eyes as they walk the streets^ 
and sufier offenders to escape punishment Even 
the people seem to have conspired M^ith them in 
their indolence and indifference, and the character 
of an informer is held up to view as a^t object for . 
rjBproach and invective. Yea it has even arrived 
at this height, that the enemies of the church do 
" mock at her Sabbaths/^* Therefore, God-, in 
his providence seems to declare ; ^' Because my 
Sabbaths they greatly polluted^ I will pour out m^ 
Snrj upon them to consume tbem«^^ £zek. SO^. 1^. 
He hatb already done it, and we continually, hev 
of his doing it, in cases of special judgments, that 
descend upon those who devote that day to.the pur- 
poses of Inisiness, or of pleasure,. 

Such ar« some of the principal sins of our land, 
^ ^*%i ^r which it suffers, and for which it may well 
^ mourn. Do you tibien co^iplain, that former 4ay:S 
of gladness and prosperity have fled; that the 
fruits of industry are few, and that even industry 
itself is left to beg ; that what it was hoped would 
prove an healing balm, has ratheir operated as an 
irritating (loison ? Then hqar the cause, as from the 
moulji of God. '^ Your iniquities have turned 
away these things, and your sins have witfaholden 
good things from you,'^ Jer. 5, 25. Whereforer 
the immediate design of hispremdenci towards ai« 
as a people is, to punish us for our J^Taiioned sins* 
Sius become national when a22, or the generality of 
a mophy are persanaliy transgyeisars in 'theni:\ 
when the conspicwms ijmd infiuential men^ such a« 
goYemors, representatives, magistrates and minis-^ 
ters, are also infected with the cdri'upting virtis :f 

^Lam. 1.7. 
t Isaiah 1. 5. 
I Hos. 9, 15. Jer. 23. 15. 
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